
Inspection of Oakwood House & 
Forest School
Oakwood House, 2 Hungerford Road, HUDDERSFIELD HD3 3AL

Inspection date: 29 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children clearly enjoy their time in the setting. The indoor and outdoor learning 
environments are stimulating and provide good opportunities for children to make 
safe and independent choices. They eagerly complete their own risk assessments 
of the forest school areas, making sure that the space is safe for their friends to 
use, and discuss the rules for keeping safe around the fire pit. Children behave well 
as they explore outdoors. They show great enthusiasm and positive attitudes 
towards their learning.

The dedicated manager is enthusiastic, has high expectations for every child and 
has developed a curriculum based on children's interests and what they need to 
learn next. Staff consider children's interests and next steps. A varied range of 
experiences build on what children know and can do, especially in building their 
communication and language skills in preparation for their move to school. Staff 
highly value contributions from parents. They use information about children's 
achievements at home to complement their learning and help them to consolidate 
new skills. Parents are complimentary about the staff team and the care and 
learning they provide. They are particularly grateful for the advice, support and 
guidance that staff have afforded them during COVID-19 (coronavirus).

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff complete regular observations of children. They use these to promptly 
identify any gaps in children's learning and seek early professional help, when 
needed. Staff have been proactive in identifying the impact on children's 
learning and development of prolonged absences due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Consequently, they have a consistent approach to supporting 
children's learning, and children are catching up quickly.

n Children form close bonds with caring key staff and are confident to leave their 
parents and carers as they arrive. They freely explore all areas of the nursery 
and forest school. Overall, children behave well and follow the daily routines. 
However, on occasions, staff do not set consistent boundaries in order to help 
children to manage their behaviour as they move between different activities 
and spaces in the setting. 

n Children grow their own herbs and flowers and use these in their dough play. 
Staff encourage children to use their senses and available tools to chop and mix. 
They create their own magical concoctions and potions. Additionally, they teach 
children new words to enhance their growing vocabulary, such as 'combine' and 
'dice'.  

n The managers use the early years pupil premium funding effectively to broaden 
the experiences available to children. For instance, they have developed 'den 
building areas' to support children's growing imagination. In addition, this 
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widens the experiences on offer outside for those children who prefer to learn 
outdoors. 

n The recently appointed manager is ambitious and passionate about the service 
she provides. She provides ongoing training for staff and meets with room leads 
to plan and discuss children's needs. However, there is scope for further 
improvement in helping the staff to gain an even better understanding of how to 
support children. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent in their self-help skills and, as a 
result, children are learning how to take care of themselves. For example, they 
find their own belongings and return plates and dishes after eating. Staff 
support children to be healthy and make good choices about their diet. They 
encourage children to eat their vegetables and discuss what food is good for 
them. 

n Staff provide children with lots of opportunities to explore mathematical 
concepts. For example, in the forest school, children roll balls down guttering of 
varying heights. They then investigate what would happen if the height of 
guttering changed.

n Children have many opportunities to listen to stories and rhymes. Younger 
children independently choose books and take them to staff, who read to them. 
Staff recognise when babies become restless and they sing songs to calm them. 
Children stop what they are doing and join in with the words and actions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager keeps her knowledge of safeguarding legislation and guidance up to 
date and shares information regularly with staff. This contributes to staff's secure 
knowledge of how to identify children at risk of harm and what to do if they are 
concerned about a child's welfare. Knowledge extends to include wider 
safeguarding concerns, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Ongoing checks help to ensure 
that all staff remain suitable for their roles. Staff carry out checks on the 
environment and ensure it is clean. This helps to provide a safe environment for 
children to play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to develop successful behaviour management strategies, to further 
promote children's positive behaviour as they move between different activities

n sharpen the focus on monitoring staff practice to allow more frequent 
opportunities for staff to discuss their practice and set targets to help raise the 
quality of teaching and children's outcomes even higher.

Inspection report: Oakwood House & Forest School
29 June 2021 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY428586

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10117667

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 101

Number of children on roll 181

Name of registered person Portland Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903520

Telephone number 01484431384

Date of previous inspection 16 May 2013

Information about this early years setting

Oakwood House & Forest School opened in 2010. It is one of four nurseries owned 
by Portland Nurseries Ltd. The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 
6pm, except for bank holidays. There are 28 childcare staff employed at the 
nursery. Of these, 24 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above, 
one has early years professional status and one is a qualified teacher. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager to 
evaluate the quality of teaching.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together. Senior staff 
also contributed to discussions.

n Parents spoke to the inspector about their children's experiences at the nursery 
and the information that staff share with them.

n The owners, the manager and the inspector held a meeting together. The 
inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of staff's 
suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021

Inspection report: Oakwood House & Forest School
29 June 2021 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

